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Fort St. John Airport - Oilwells are 
now mushrooming up around.it. The 


field itself is now considered one of 
“‘hotspots’’. (see page 4 ) 
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The Charles Hotel 


“Thea Grater Canyon Newest and Most Modern Holel” 


Established by Charles Harrington 1413 


COG. HARRINGTON, President 


offers every modern convenience to the traveller, 
the overnight guest or the long term patron. Cafe, 
Coffee Shop and a Genuine air of Hospitality. 


Fully Licensed Premises 
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BEST NEIGHBORS. . . 

May I say that Iconsider your mag- 
azine a very outstanding publication, 
one that reflects the true spirit of the 
progressive, youthful nation North of 
the International Boundary, a people 
who arethe best neighbors we Amer- 
icans on this side of the Boundary 
could possibly hope to have. Most con- 
vineing evidence of this neighborly 
spirit is foundin the ‘‘ Letters To The 
Editors’’ section. 

Roy A. Neilan, 
Yakima, Wash. , U.S. A. 


WANT TO REMAIN CANADIANS. . 

Isent the 1951 Sept-Oct . Pictorial 
issue of the Digest to people in the 
States who are planning on coming to 
B.C. in the summer with the idea of 
making Canada their home. I thought 
you might find their reactions to the 
letter in that issue by Mr. Lindsay, 
most interesting : 

‘‘T hate to mention this but feel that 
I must. In fhe forepart of the North- 
west Digest was a letter to the Editor 
from a Mr. Lindsay in Quesnel which 
was very strongly Anti-American. 
Is there a general Anti-American 
feeling among the people up there or 
is this just the opinion of one man? 
Or does this feeling prevail around 
certain sections, such as Quesnel? 
The government literature gives the 
impression that settlers from the 
States are very welcome in B.C. We 
have visited several times in different 
sections of Ontario and the people 
there were very friendly. This is a 
touchy subject andI hesitated to men- 
tion it to you. After the extreme 
friendly manner in which you have 
corresponded with us, sent us mag- 
azines and otherwise sought to inform 
us about your country. But my husband 
thought I should ask you as we could 
be sure that you would tell us the truth. 
You know amother must think of these 
things when she is bringing her child- 
reninto astrange place, toraise them 
there and have them become a part 
of the country’s future. We do not want 
them to dislike or be disliked by any- 
ore for national reasons. ’’ 

My husband and I were both born 
inthe States but we have always been 
welcomed in any settlement in which 
we have lived. It does not seem to me 
that there is any discrimination against 
Americans. From Mr. Lindsay’s 
article in this last issue ‘‘Pomp, 
Ceremony And Simplicity, ’’ lam won- 
dering if he doesn’t feel as we do, that 
we Simply want to remain Canadians. 
Reid Lake, B. C. N. R. Campbell, 


OUR GREAT DEFENCE?...OH NO! 

It has recently been rumoured that 
the Cariboo Highway both north and 
south of Quesnel is to be improved by 
grading and surfacing. This news has 
startled many citizens of this country 
for, we have for a long time con- 
sideredthe Cariboo Highway as Brit- 
ish Columbia’s single great deterrant 
against possible invasion from the 
north. 

Consider this highway. In winter 
the snow, high-piled on either side 
freezes creating anarrow gut through 
which vehicular traffic must travel 
with caution for the slightest veering 
to either side would result in catas- 
trophe. Indefense it has been consid- 
ered possible to set artillery at var- 
ious points along the highway, depress 
the trajectories of the various pieces 
and by firing from or rather by re- 
mote controlbe assured that the pro- 
jectiles would invariably find their 
marks much as a bowling ball will 
ultimately reach the end of an alley if 
it is rolled down the gutter. 


Main highway - 1 mile from Quesnel. 


Since there are few if any ditches 
along this several hundreds of miles 
of highway the melting snows of spring 
cause a continuous stream to be pre- 
cipitated down its centre causing in 
turn what is known locally as ‘‘Spring 
Breakup.’’ And this water, permeat- 
ing the soil creates a gumbo mud 
which in turn deters vehicular traffic 
and would undoubtedly prove embar- 
assingto tanks, self-propelled weap- 
ons and all the wheeled material of 
war. As for Infantry, the foot-sloggers 
wuold be baffled and in short order be- 
come victims of the dread Cariboo 
disease ‘“‘Screaming Roaditis. ’’ 

In summer and fall this road is 
such that no-one unless gifted with 
double sigkt can see more than six 
feet in any direction because of huge 
clouds of dust, deep craters, smaller 
pot-holes and boulder obstructions 

concluded on page 23 
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Statesman or Politician? 


By A. SAHONOVITCH 


AFTER THIRTY LONG YEARS - 
the P.G.E. is still the hottest issue 
which has ever kept our politicians 
awake nights. The current question 
‘to build, or not to build, ’’ rails from 
Squamishto Vancouver should be de- 
cided for once and all time. And the 
question should be decided from the 
viewpoint of its effect on the economy 
of the province - rather than from the 
vote-catching angle which unfortun- 
ately seems to be the deciding factor 
in the present regime’s decisions. 

Let’s look at the facts as shown 
in the chart below covering the num- 
ber of loaded cars handled by the 
railway during the past nine years - 
plus expected carloads to be handled 
‘for the first 12 months following com- 
pletion of the line through to Prince 
George. 


P.G.E. RAILWAY 
Revenue Cars Loaded 


1944)1945 
25,000 
a 


1946 


A glance at this chart shows how 
carloadings have nearly trebled in the 
nine years from 1943 to 1951. Unfor- 
tunately the barge service has never 
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kept pace with the rapidly increasing 
volume of freight. The sudden jump 
between 1950 and 1951 was wholly 
unexpected, resulting in hundreds of 
carloads of forest products being left 
on various sidings for weeks at a time 

all through 1951, until barge service 
could catch up with the flow of traffic. 

Despite the best efforts of the railway 
management and operators, the bottle- 
neck is suchthat they have never been 
able to keep lumber producers be- 
tween Squamish and Quesnel supplied 
with sufficient empty cars to handle 
full production. Consequently lumber 
producers have at times been forced 
to cut production by as much as 30%- 
In addition to this forced curtailment 
of production on the part of existing 
lumber operators - 3 new logging 
movements were refused on account 
of the car shortage. Had the southern 
connection been adequate, carloadings 
for 1951 might easily have reached 
14, 000 or even15, 000 cars. Since the 
professed aim ofevery political party 
in power inthe past 30 years has been 
“to put the P.G.E. on a paying bas- 
sis,’’ itis inconceivable that the pres- 
ent regime can legitimately claim that 
an additional barge or two will handle 
the increasing traffic. 


In 1950, with 9,000 revenue car- 
loads handled, and only partial diesel- 
izing of the line, the railway still 
showed an operating loss. By 1951, 
with the line fully dieselized, the rail- 
way handled 27% more freight - at an 
overall increase in cost of only 3% - 
whichfor the first time in its history 
liftedthe P. G. E. outof the red - with 
an operating net profit for the year of 
$50, 000. 

But let us look further. The second 
chart covers cars handled by the barge 
service. Each car handled by barge 
costs the railway $28.00, and takes 
16 hours. With a rail connection it 
can be done in 4 hours at a cost of 
$10 per car - a Saving of $18 per car 
on 1951’s 19, 500 cars would have re- 
sulted in a saving of $351,000. 00.A 
southern rail connection would also 
have brought the P.G.E. another 
$1,000,000 in gross freight revenue 
from Britannia, Woodfibre and other 
industrial plants along the route. A 
reasonable 5% net on this extra ni 
would have brought an additional $50 
000 profit -making for atotal net pro- 
fit of $451, 000 in 1951 - if there had 
been a southern rail connection. 


P.G.E. RAILWAY 
Cars Handled By Barge 
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Now let us look at the estimate for 
1953, covering the first 12 months of 
operations after completing the line 
from Quesnel to Prince George. Ob- 
viously several millions of dollars 
will have to be spent in improving 
barge service if 40,000 cars (loaded 
and empty) are to be handled in that 
year. Evenifthisis provided, so that 
there is no bottleneck to slow traffic 
and curtail interior production - the 
annual loss at $18 per car will be over 
$720, 000 per year. Or, to put it con- 
versly - a ‘‘saving,’’ or ‘‘profit’’ of 
$720, 000 a year could be effected on 
the barge service alone. In ten years 
this saving could pay for the cost of 
the rail extension. If half of the sav- 
ing were passed on to the shippers 
through a redueed freight rate, with 
a resulting wider market, it would 
only take 20-25 years to pay for the 
extension. Conversely again, in 20- 
25 years whatever millions are spent 
on barges and tugs to handle the an- 
ticipated 40,000 cars per year, will 
need replacing at the cost of additional 
millions. 

The above figures deal with the 
immediate prospects in 1953. What 
will 1958 bring? Premier Johnson 
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B.C’s Third Outlet to the coast is via the Bella Coola Valley shown above. 


British Columbia’s “Third Outlet” To The Pacific 


| T IS A STRANGE REFLECTION 
on Canadians in general and 
British Columbians in particular that 
they leave undeveloped one of the 
major necessities in time of either 
war or peace...a third outlet to the 
Pacific Ocean. 

From Vancouver, close to the 
southern boundary of British Columbia 
to Prince Rupert, on the northern 
fringe of the populated area of the 
same province thereis approximately 
five hundred miles of distance. Con- 
sidering the very deep indentations 
and the numerous islands there is at 
least six or seven times that number 
of miles of coast line. East of this 
line drawn from Vancouver to Prince 
Rupert there exists, with very few 
exceptions the entire population of 
BC. ee anGedt sone wants) tolenoss 
the Rockies, one would find that almost 
the entire population of Canada lives 
and persues its destiny between two 
lines, one drawn eastward from Van- 
couver and the other drawn eastward 
from Prince Rupert. So far as B.C. 
is concerned the exceptions are those 
trappers and minersthat live north of 
the C. N. R. andthe population of Van- 
couver Island which is almost totally 
independent of mainland transpor- 
tations systems. 

Because there are only two out- 
lets...as represented by the Prince 
Rupert area and by the Vancouver 
area...from Canada to the Pacific 
Ocean, the entire economy of all 
western Canada and a portion of the 
east is forced to squeeze throughthese 
outlets. Intime of peace alltrade goes 
on through these outlets, and in time 
of war...mayit never come again... 
one strategic bomb dropped unhappily 
on both of these outlets could entirely 
paralyze the economy and the war 
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By CLIFFORD R. KOPAS 


effort of western Canada. 

While comparisons are, admit- 
tedly, odious, we would like to take 
any five hundred mile strip of coast- 
line of our neighbors, the United States 
of America. Note the number of times 
the highways and the railways reach 
the ocean along their coast. Our B.C. 
government officials point out that 
there is a greater population in any 
one of the Pacific States than we have 
in B.C., but they neglect to listen to 
the reason that the population is not 
Mere ait 18(Co noon that there are not 
the roads and the railroads here to 
bring the population in, nor serve it, 
if, through a gush of pioneer spirit 
any portion of our population ventured 


into our wilderness. 

With the tremendous increase in 
the population of the Cariboo-Prince 
George area... anincrease made pos- 
sible by construction of highways and 
railways...there is going to be in- 
creasing necessity for a third outlet 
to the Pacific. 

If nature had forbidden, by the 
erection of impassable barriers, the 
development of a third outlet to the 
Pacific some justification for the 
present state of affairs...that is, two 
pregnable bottle necks in our trans- 
portation system. .. might be advanced. 
Along the entire coast from Vancou- 
ver to Prince Rupert there extends the 

continued on page 18 
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RIGHT: Pacific Peace 
LIST OF DRILL HOLES River Allied Fort St. 


John No. 4, whichblew 
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mony at historic Mile 
‘*O”’ in Dawson Creek, 
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Quesnel, British Columbia 
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A “DIGEST” SERIAL 


Pioneer Judge's Wife 


Sixth instalment of the heretofore unpublished work 


CHAPTER 23 


DEPARTURE BAY. 


HE DOORS OF THE HORSE- 

drawn cab slammed; the three 
jumpety boys and their graceful sister 
were all eyes while the baby girl 
blissfully had hers shut tight. 

‘‘Gowey’’ the Chinese house boy 
hopped to the box seat; the old red 
nosed public cabby flicked with his 
whip the impatient horses, although 
they needed no incentive to get off the 
noisy wharf, out of the way of rolling 
tar barrels and barrows loaded with 
passengers’ boxes from the little 
steamer that had just tied up from 
Victoria. 

We drove through the’ small, 
straggling town of Nanaimo whose 
first train to Victoria had safely got 
there but recently. The long estab- 
lished boat service from the capital 
seemed preferable to us. 

After several miles through the 
country we reached the clear waters 
of Departure Bay and turned into the 
grounds of a fine house. 

This was to be our home for sev- 
eral years. My husband had recently 
been appointed Judge of the Court of 
this county, extending up Vancouver 
Island north of Victoria. 

We had decided to try and live in 
county, while the children were small 
anyway. 

My husband had completed full 
plans for a houseon an acre he had on 
a hill overlooking Nanaimo; but the 
work would not be finished for a long 
time. 

We therefore arranged for the 
lovely Dunsmuir house within a stone’s 
throw of Departure Bay. It had been 
built by James Dunsmuir, later (1900- 
1902) Premier of B.C., and then (1906- 


1909) Lieutenant Governor of the 
Province. 
The house had ten rooms, light 


and finely decorated. A separate back 
stairs led from the kitchen up to the 
maids’ room. The grounds were 
attractively laid out in several acres, 
withthe usual stabling and outhouses, 
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by Eunice M.L. Harrison 


etc. 

From several of the large windown 
through the treed grounds, one had a 
fine view of the bay in which many 
ships often rode at anchor. 

Some writers of good repute, of 
late have been again examining the old 
Chinese doctrine of Feng-Sui. It will 
be recalled that that theory, briefly 
is that houses have ‘‘atmosphere’’ 
good, bad and indifferent. 

This house had one of the best 
‘‘atmospheres’’ one could wish. Even 
though somewhat isolated, one could 
hardly feel anything but cheerful and 
optimistic in it. 

I have never been attracted by 
psychic phenomena, real or fancied. 
It may, therefore, be assumed that I 
have never been pre-disposed to be 
carried away by ‘‘wishful thinking’’ or 
genuine manifestation. I give the fol- 
lowing accurately, however it may be 
interpreted. 

Delighted with this lovely house, I 
was seated by the cleared dining table 
one night puzzling my head over a 
latin translation. ( All through my 
married life, my husband, strange as 
it may seem, was ever eager to study 
latin withme and correct my work or 
a struggle over some idiom or obscure 
latin grammar). 

Pre-occupied and in the best of 
moods, I felt I had the right answer 
and was wondering what the Judge 
would say when he returned from some 
late task at his chambers in the Court 
house. 

Then a strong feeling came over 
me to glance up and there I saw the 
hall door partly open. A face was 
looking at me. Not any face I knew. 
A good child’s face. 

I stared some moments then went 
to the door, looked up and down the 
hall; saw nothing, quickly slipped up 
stairs to the nursery. Door shut; all 
sound asleep within. I then went down 
again to play some favorite pieces on 
the paino in the music room. After 
awhile, I looked around again expect- 
ing that its door might have opened. 
It was shut, but the face was there, 


floating as it were, with the child’s 
sweet expression.I never sawit again. 

Some days later I told the incident 
toa friend who said that a very young 
child had fallen down the servants’ 
stairs and had been found dead at the 
bottom. 

That happened long before we came 
tothe house, but it was the first I had 
heard of it. 

There was no one else inthe house; 
the doors were locked. Faithful 
‘‘Gowey’’ lived at some distance in his 
quarters in the garden. 

Anticipating a possible question: 
No, I had not been reading Cicero’s 
well known story of ghosts, but was 
puzzling over Some much more elem - 
entary latin work. 

But ‘‘Gowey’’ was superstitious. 


When we had no garden man, 
‘‘Gowey’’ attended to our part Arabian 
horse ‘‘Bess. ’’ 

This was an exceptionally clever 
horse andher very horse sense made 
‘‘Gowey’’ hate to have anything to do 
with her, as he said with a look that 
amused me, that she had a ‘‘debilo 
inside. ’’ 

While he usedto prepare her meal 
of oats, by wetting them in the kitchen 
‘‘Bess,’’ in the paddock or in the 
stable, would whinny, and he used to 
exclaim almost in terror: ‘‘You hear 
that, Missa Hallison, how she know I 
make food?’’ 

Before I could answer, he supplied 
his own with complete conviction: 
**Debilotell him!’’ shaking his head. 

He always double-barred his door 
at night - literal heavy bars - on ac- 
count of this nervous, high strung 
horse. 


CHAPTER 24 
ce BESS’ ? 


‘‘WELL, MY DEAR, I MAY BE 
quite wrong, but I do hold the opinion 
that riding horses soon become much 
more responsive and intelligent than 
those attached to carts, carriages or 
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even to dog carts!’’ 

“Perhaps you are right,’’ I said. 
‘““We have no riding ponies here at 
present; the cleverest horse I know 
draws a phaeton and has never been 
ridden, But do see our redramblers, ’’ 
I added, as the party broke up. We 
moved beyond the latticed veranda to 
the roses. 

“‘Imust be going now, my dear,”’ 
said emphatic Mrs. O in a few mom- 
ents. We had re-entered the house. 
She was the first to step into the hall 
and recoil witha littlescream. There 
stood ‘‘Bess’’ with the long hall be- 
hind her! 

She put out her soft nose to me and 
slightly whinnied. The ladies turned 
pale. What couldn’t a heavy horse like 
that do in a house? 

Ipicked some pieces of cube sugar 
fromthe teatable, and with endearing 
words andthe sugar backed her, step 
by step out the way she had come. 

‘‘Bess’’ I explained to my friends 
was quite a pet. She used to get out of 
her paddock, stepup on the back ver- 
andah, walk tothe kitchen window and 
help herself to the pies ‘“‘Gowey’’ had 
put out to cool. 

She was also very fond of jam and 
was particularly keen during preserv- 
ing time, to obtain the first skimming. 

On this particular day, the party 
had made us forget to give her some 
tit-bit and she herself had discovered 
no pie. Regardless of her weight, she 
thought she would come right into the 
house to see whyfore. 

After that, ‘‘Gowey’’ was as care- 
ful to keep the outside doors shut as 
he was to bar his own quarters, for 
needless to say, ‘‘Bess’ ’’ incursion 
into the house was regarded with 
absurd superstition. 

I often drove ‘‘Bess’”’ myself and 
one day when coming home over the 
road lined withtall timber, she prob- 
ably saved my life. 

She suddenly stopped dead and 
wouldn’t budge an inch. I rarely used 
the whip, as the mere rattle of the 
whip inits socket was quite sufficient 
to make her go forward. 

On this occasion, it was no avail. 

So I used the whip several times; 
“‘Bess’’ only reared. I took out the 
cube of sugar I often carried in case 
Iwished to catch her when in the pad- 
dock, as it was hard to secure her in 
the usual way, and ‘‘Gowey’’ or the 
garden man wasted much time in try- 
ing. 

Just as I was going to get out to 
lead her with sugar, a huge tree fell 
across the road, so close that she 
could have touchedit in a step or two. 

“‘Bess’’ rearedterribly, but I had 
a good grip on the reins and finally 
quieted her. 

I don’t know what ‘‘Gowey’’ or Mrs. 
O. would have thought of that. 

I never tried to put his pidgin Eng- 
lish to the strain. It would only have 
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worried him. Not, of course that I 
hadescaped, but how had she known? 

Perhaps, if she had gone steadily 
forward, she would have driven the 
phaeton beyond the tree by the time it 
had fallen. It all happened in a split 
second, and as I measured with my 
eye the heavy crushing power of the 
long arms of the evergreen, on either 
side (So much devastating strength) I 
figured that her second-sight or what- 
ever it was, Saved my life. 


CHAPTER 25 
THE EASTERN THAKUR. 


“Oh, MissaHallison, come quick, 
come quick! See that man at the door!’’ 
“‘Gowey’’ was breathless from running 
upstairs. ‘‘What’s his name; what’s he 
want Gowey.’’ ‘‘I no-no. Maybe he 
fool‘em ‘Gowey.’ ‘‘You heap savvy, ’’ 
he saidingratiatingly, as if he feared 
I would insist on his returning to the 
door. 

It was beyondthe hour for a social 
call, and as the Judge wasn’t home 
yet. Idecided to go rather than bother 
poor ‘‘Gowey. ’’ 

Well might he look surprised; for 
there stood a tall Oriental in Eastern 
clothes. We now have many Sikhs in 
B.C. (Singh is often part of their 
name, it being, I understand a clan 
one indicating Lion. ) 

Thenthey were a rarity, but Iam 
not sure that he was a Sikh. Certainly 
he did not give me the sometimes 
arrogant stare which East Indians 
often now direct at B. C. white women. 

It was a mild, benevolent, self 
effacing look, yet of assured strength 
that caused me no anxiety. After a 
few polite remarks from which I gath- 
eredthat he wasa passenger on Capt. 
Salmon’s steamer which periodically 
put into Departure Bay from San Fran- 
cisco, and like other passengers had 
been rowed ashore to see the sights. 

Whether the immigration regulat- 
ions of that day allowed such short 
shore visits I do not know, but I did 
see some travellers from Capt. Sal- 
mon’s ship visiting the shore onte in 
awhile. 

In any case, there was the East 
Indian however he got ashore. He had 
the manner and dress of one of assured 
position. He asked when my husband 
would return. I told him any minute. 

After admiring the view and po- 
litely looking around, I invited him to 
wait in the library; but thanking me, 
he asked if he might sit in a camp 
chair on the porch. 

He hadnot sat there long, when my 
husband drove up. 

They went into the library together 
and talked a long time. In those days 
ladies, especially iwves, were not 
told things. 

My husband said that they talked 
on many subjects to while away the 


time before he returned to the boat. 
He was a Thakur or East Indian Chief 
and surprisedmy husband by the wide 
range he had of various subjects. 

One point, Ithink rather impressed 
my husband, more than another, and 
that was that he gave my husband a 
curious shaped jointed pipe and some 
sweet smelling resinous material 
which he suggested should be mixed 
with his tobacco. 

But as he left he produced its exact 
duplicate from somewhere about his 
person, andbegan smoking it. As the 
pipe was long, its ready appearance 
was something of a surprise. 

A dour Scottish acquaintance re- 
garded the pipe and especially the res- 
inous mixture with some suspicion, 
his theory was that the supposed Tha- 
kur was trying to introduce my hus- 
band to the use of some kind of drug. 

It was harmless enough and the un- 
usual aroma lasted for years. 

““Gowey’’ was equally astonished 
by the appearance of an Admiral of the 
Imperial Russian Navy who came to 
dinner some time later. He somewhat 
resembled the Thakur, witha long full 
beard, finely cut straight nose and 
noticeable eyes. Now and then men- 
of-war of the Russian Navy were in 
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Along The Northern Frontier 


ABOVE: 14 children and his wife... 
‘“‘Head Man’’ - Little Ceaser of 
Francis Lake with his whole family 
in his Moose hide skin boat. When 
visited he was out of shells and grub. 
Loaned a 303 rifle he at once shot 


ABOVE: Dr. Hildebrand of the Indian 
Dept. (seated) visits an old friend. 
View of the late Mr. Frank Watson, 
loved by one and all of Liard Post, 
‘“home’’ on the now famous Watson’s 
Lake Air Port. This tin-can water 
wheel, at low water used to bring in 
returns of $300 every year, which 
somewhat settled the H.B.Co. grub 
bill. Dr. Hilderbrand wanted to stop 
here, and go mining for a few days. 
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three Moose, and smoked the meat - 
and was well away. He had been night 
hunting in his boat, paddling up to a 
swimming moose, and killing it with 
his axe. As he says: ‘‘No good - too 
much no sleep. ”’ 


RIGHT: Fishing is tops. 


This is a view of the wonderful 
trout that canbe caught near the Daw- 
son Monument, and also up the Fran- 
cis Lake River Canyon. Dr. Hilder- 
brand,M.D., Indian Department with 
rod and line hooked these in the heavy 
boiling Canyon. It being impossible to 
landsame where hooked great sport 
is obtained working them down stream 
for a suitable landing. 


Photos and Captions by: 
HARPER REED, ATLIN, B.C. 


Former Indian Agent in the unknown 
upper one third of British Columbia 


Dawson’s Monument on B.C. - Yukon 
boundary at Liard Canyon. 


Dawson when passing through here 
placed a wooden stake almost exactly 
‘fon the line.’’ About 15 years ago a 
U.S. A.. tourist, traveller and big 
game hunter, removedthe stake for a 
souvenir. Ottawatook action with the 
result that he had to replace the stake 
withasuitable monument atthesame 
spot. This was done, a concrete base 
holding a large Brass embossed 
lettering; it acted as a very good ad- 
vertisement for the business of the 
remover of the original wooden stake. 
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The morning after a ‘‘Wolf Kill”’ 
It was towards the end of March, 
fullmoon time anda good crust on the 
snow and the trail was towards Cari- 
bou Hide on the top end of the Stikine 
- Findlay River Divide. For two days 
and nights a huge band of Hunting 
Wolves had been circling around , 
banding up moose - a big killing was 
being organized. Camping at Full 
Moon Night, the wolf music attained 
its apex, and the slaughter took place 
on the snow covered river as shown 
inthis view. Piling more logs on our 
camp fire, and cahining up our dogs 
securely, we moved down through the 
bushon snowshoes, about one mile to 
the Kill. The howling prevented any 
conversation whatsoever, and the 
sight that met our eyes through the 
partly obstructed moon shine, was 
so horrible and dangerous, that it was 
common sense to beat it back to our 
camp fire and look after the dogs, 
which being Huskies wished to join in 
on the scrap. No dirty night out in 
‘“No Mans Land’’ during World War 


One ever equalled the brutality shown 
on this Kill. Next morning all was 
quiet, butas some ‘‘left overs’’ were 
possible at the Kill a sleigh was taken 
down to bring back dog-feed. Shown 
inthe view was all that was left, skin 
and odd bones, not 30 lbs. of feed; 
and the river surface had frozen into 
a blazing sheet of redblood. Checking 
up matters we counted the remains of 
13 Moose, andmany more in the out- 
laying brush. However, later on, up 
on Cold Fish Lake, early morning, 
we again heard the hunting pack, and 
as luck would have it the whole band 
of wolves, about 40, fanned out on the 
Lake. The sleighs were upturned and 
our rifles went to work. The wolves 
ran up to about 100 yards away and 
then halted. Down went wolf after wolf 
but most of them went away wounded. 
Then the wolves began to eat their 
wounded, and in under ten minutes 
wolves were fighting each other all 
over this huge ‘lake. Out of this event 
again we obtained nothing but must 
have settled for over a dozen wolves. 


This Indian lad is getting his first taste of long-distance travel by dog-team 
as he accompanies his trapper father on the long trek over frozen lakes and 
rivers to the nearest trading post where his bales of fur will be sold. 


NORTHWEST DIGEST, April, 1952 


HARRINGTON MOTORS 


Open t 


MEMBER CAA, AAA,ATA Midnight 


Complete Garage Service 
Agents - CHRYSLER Products, SHELL Gay and O 
he COG GRINDERS POOL - In The Heart of The 
Fraser Canyon at BOSTON BAR. BC 


MARK eile | 
BEN CHERRY MIO TORS 


Gas& Electric WELDING — AUTO PARTS REPAIRS 
POWER HOIST LUBRICATION 
TIRES GAS OIL ACCESSORIES 
The SHELL Station at LYTTON, B.C, 


Phen Gammic, 


THE MOST MODERN DEPARTMENT 
STORE IN THE FRASER CANYON 
A Full Line of Groceries, Meats, 
Drygoods, Hardware & Sporting Goods 
LYTTON, B.C. 


OKANAGAN 


BLOOM & SIGALET 


THE MOST COMPLETE GARAGE 
SERVICE 


in 


VERNON, British Columbia 


Hit ee ee 
DEARBORN MOTORS Ltd. 


FORD - MONARCH - CHEVRON DEALERS 
KAMLOOPS, B.C, 


CLINTON, B.C. 


Clinton Motors Ltd. 
Bruce McTavish and Bill MacDonald, 


Genero! iviotors Products - Fully Mode:n Garage 


Wrecker Service - Gome Oil Prcducts 


Clinton Cold Storage 
FRI-SH ME\TS«and POULTRY 

HUN ERS Write, wire or phone - or just 

ship sour game to us via truck, and pick it up 
nm Your way home - in perfect condition. 
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/m SKIPPER when 
Dad and go fishing! : 


“| love to run the Johnson Sea-Horse 5. Dad likes to go real slow for 
trolling —hardly moving at all. Then, when he gets a strike, | put the 
Johnson in neutral while | give him a hand with the net. After we've 
caught all the fish we want, it's full speed ahead for home. Dad 
says the Johnson is safe too because it's always Dependable. 
And Boy, it really moves with me in the boat.” 


Yes, sir, for family fun and all round fishing use you just can't 

beat Johnson's famous “Fishing Five”. See it NOW at your 

SX Johnson Dealer's. One of four exciting 1952 Johnson models. 
), Write for complete free full colour literature. 


l), | Ask about IRON HORSE power and lighting plants for low cost 
light and power for your cottage. 


Horsepower 0.B.C. certified 
at 4,000 r.p.m. 


Buy a ‘Made in Canada”’ product. 


A Canadian Product with 
Coast to Coast Sales and 
Service for over 25 years. 
Your Dealer appears 
under ‘OUTBOARD 

MOTORS’ Classified 
Yellow Pages your 
Telephone Directory 


Johnson 


MOTORS 


PETERBOROUGH CANADA 


ALONG THE NORTHERN — SUSSCRIPTION RATES. $2.50 per year 
FRONTIER in Canada $3:00 per year in U.S. 


i tries 
continued and Foreign Countrie 


LEFT: 


‘he famous Old Cache on the Spa- 
tize River. Well known to alltravellers 
in the huge Klappan District. Richin © a 
grazing grass and unknown minerals. * ofp tyr 
The happy hunting grounds of Indians 
and every lake crowded with Fish. 
Cold Fish Lakes are stated to hold 
five different kinds of fish. Should the 
Should the mooted Coastal Highway 
come North it will most likely pass 
this OldCache. The bare tree ‘behind 
is usedto hang freshly killed meat on., 
tobe cured by the sun and away from 
the fly pests. 


~ 


RIGHT: 


View of the usual way of making 
a dog house for winter use. When 
blown over by snow, its a comfortable 
shelter and far better than a canvass 
shelter of any sort. This view is in 
Dease Lake District. Once a green- 
horn prospector decided to camp over- 
night in a dry one he had stopped at. 
He fixed himself up in it, lit a huge 
fire, got in his blankets and went 
sound asleep. Slept very well indeed, 
. but woke up frozen in by a sheet of 
ice - andno shelter left over him’ but 
the brush. 
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ALONG THE TRAPLINE 


— es nn / : 
} pele Deep in the backwoods many odd and ~= ; COKE 2 tive 
SJ interesting incidents occur to our plo- a A E 
Sl eering folk. Some of them will be re- P Gai 

ar lated under the above title each month SN” 


By N.R. CAMPBELL 


WAS QUITE PROUD OF THAT 

underwater beaver set that I had 
just made. There seemed to be every 
sign that beaver had been at work 
there recently. Ireturnedto the cabin 
with a feeling of elation for I was quite 
confident that there would be a beaver 
in that trap by morning. 

I got an early start. The lake was 
quiet. As I neared the beaver dam I 
saw no signs of wild life save for a 
lone drake which was 
around in circles close to my beaver 
set. Then I saw it. A beaver’s nose 
stuck just above the water, - or was 
it a beaver? Although the drake 
seemed to become more excited at 
my approach, he did not fly but swam 
about in wider circles watching that 
bit of brown showing above the surface 
of the water. 

I had reached the set and peered 
down. There in the trap, held firmly 
by her bill was Mrs. Duck. She had no 
doubt, mistaken the V on the pan for 
some choice morsel and dived, strik- 
ing the pan. The jaws of the pan had 
heldher, head down, with just the tip 
of her tailfeathers above the surface. 
No wonder Mr. Drake had become 
worried when Mrs. Duck had suddenly 
defied alllaws of Nature and failed to 
return to the surface. 


ALTHOUGH I HAD BEEN TOLD 
that there were no grizzlies in this 
part of British Columbia, I did not 
doubt for a moment that Joe, the In- 
dian, whose trapline joined mine on 
the east, had actually encountered a 
grizzly that morning. It was barely 
daylight when he reached the small 
ravine, a heavy pack on his back. He 
hadtaken only his . 22. It was not un- 
tilhe neared the bottom of the ravine 
that he glimpsed the huge animal 
standing partly concealed by a willow 
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CARIBOO FOREST PRODECTS LTD. 


Dealing in Douglas Fir 


clump close to the trail, He noted the 
light, powdery snow that had been 
falling intermittingly, still clung to 
the animal’s back and head. 

‘‘Bull moose, ’’ Joe thought, as he 
continued fearlessly on his way. He 
was almost abreast of the animal be- 
fore he realized it was no bull moose. 
The creature suddenly rose on its 
hind legs and emitting a roar that 
fairly froze the blood in old Joe’s 
veins, started for him. 

A grizzly, -- Joe knew it would 
take more than a . 22 bullet to stop 
him. His one thought was to divest 
himself of his cumbersome pack and 
get out of that ravine. It was not until 
he had nearly reached the top of the 
trail that he even glanced back. The 
grizzly had paused to investigate the 
pack sack. 

Joe covered the four miles to my 
cabin in record time. ‘‘Gun,’’ he 
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panted, resting his worthless . 22 * Cabins * Information 
against’ the wall. ‘‘Him plenty big 
bear. ”’ WILLIAMS LAKE B.C. 


We started for the ravine, Joe 
armed with a . 401 while I carried my 
30-30. We found Joe’s pack, --or what 
was left of it. The grizzly had ripped 
the canvas bag into ribbons and de- 
voured Joe’s food supply. His extra 
traps were scattered in the snow. We 
followed those huge imprints in the 
snow for perhaps a mile. It was now 
snowing harder and we knew that be- 
fore long those tracks would be ob- 
literated. We decided to give up the 
chase. It probably was a male bear 
who had been crossing to the mountain 
ridges farther east. 

Back in the ravine, Joe picked up 
his tattered pack sack and retrieved 
histraps. ‘‘This show he no moose, -- 
him big grizzly .’’ He followed me back 
to the cabin for hot coffee. It had taken 
a grizzly to break down old Joe’s 


Hunting, 
Fishing & 


LAKE HARDWARE 
and PLUMBING 


George and Boyd Halfnights, Props. U 
The Store Where Quality Rules 
GENERAL HARDWARE 


= Ne 


Sporting 
Equipment 


MAPLE LEAF HOTEL x 
Fully Licensed 


(B.J. ‘‘Benny’’ Abbott) 
PHONE 25 - WILLIAMS LAKE,B.C. 


HODGSON BROTHERS 


& Passenger Service 


Williams Lake - Anahim Lake 
Head Office: WILLIAMS LAKE, 


LIGNUM LIMITED 


LUMBER MANUFACTURERS 
Shippers of close - grain Fir from the Cariboo 


for Domestic & Export Markets 
- Buyers of rough lumber - 


reserve. 


vg BRITISH COLUMBIA 


WILLIAMS LAKE, 


PAGE 1}1 


Early Days In The Peace River 


By HARRY GILES 


ON JANUARY FIFTEENTH THE 
Dawson Creek Chamber of Commerce 
celebrated the twenty first anniver- 
sary of the arrival of the first pass- 
enger train at that point. One hundred 
and fifty people sat down to dinner at 
the Windsor Hotel and heard a number 
of reminiscences by those who were 
here at that time. 

Probably the most interesting ad- 
dress of the evening was delivered by 
W.O. (Wes) Harper who was anorig- 
inal member of the old Board of Trade 
formed several years before the ar- 
rival of Steel. He is now Honorary 
President of the present Chamber of 
Commerce and acted as chairman of 
the anniversary meeting. 

The following excerpts from Mr. 
Harper’s speech are of general in- 
terest and worth recording: 

‘‘J feel honored to represent the 
members of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of 1931, many of whom have 
since passed away. I might name those 
who were active members, and I hope 
I have not missed any because the 
minutes of that time are not available. 
Bill Bullen, John Love, Irvin Groh, 
Bill Reasbeck, Ed. Breault, Frank 
DeWetter, CySmith, allof whom have 
since passed away. Jim Bond, Fred 
Newby, Johnny Tempel, Jay Ken, Alf 
Sharp, H. Morrow, and Ed. Patterson 
are still with us. Paul Dalscheid and 
Jack Hall are living at the coast. 
Others living here at that time and 
who moved from the old town to the 
new were Fred Hall, John Hall, Johnny 
Peebles, Harrison Hall and Bill Bur- 
rows. 

Our Chamber at that time was very 
active and although the town was small 
at the coming of steel, the moving 
from the old town and the arrival of 
construction crews made it a pretty 
busy place. We had made a determined 
effort to have the steel come into the 
old town but because of the loss of 
elevation the railway company claimed 
it was necessary for the town to be 
moved so that the extension west could 
be carried on at the same grade level. 

The ceremony on arrival of the 
first train took place just east of the 
present depot and addresses were 
made by several notables. Driving 


the spike was done by two early 
settlers, Mrs. Fanny Chase and Frank 
DeWetter. About two hours later the 
famous spike had disappeared and has 
not been heard of since. The old 
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timers blamed it on progress because 
up to that time doors were very sel- 
dom locked and stealing was unheard 
of. For instance in the old town I op- 
erated a gas pump which was left 
open at all times so that anyone could 
help himself if he needed gas, but I 
will say I had a pretty good check on 
those getting aS, as the number of 
cars could be counted on two hands. I 
do not know of a single time when the 
customer failed to come in later to 
pay. I might mention at this time that 
when the steelarrived at Pouce Coupe 
in December they also had a spike 
driving ceremony. It was done by 
Gauthier the first white woman set- 
tler in this district and her daughter 
Mrs. Pat Therien, the first white child 
born on the Pouce Coupe Prairie as 
this district was then called. Mrs. 
Gauthier’s first husband, the late 
Hector Tremblay, settled with his 
family on the Pouce Coupe River two 
miles north of the present village of 
Pouce Coupe about 1908. He ran a 
stopping house and trading post for 
some time. Mr.Bob Tremblay of 
Pouce Coupe is a son. 

Ihave been asked totell you some- 
thing of the pioneering of this district 
and the Peace River country as a 
whole previous tothe arrival of steel. 

We began to hear of the Peace 
River country about 1908 when the first 
settlers beganto arrive in the Grande 
Prairie district. These earliest set- 
tlers came overland by the pack train 
or on foot from Edson or by way of 
Athabasca and Lesser Slave Lake. 
Then about 1910 a passable winter 
trail was cut through from Edson to 
Grande Prairie. Stopping places were 
set up along the trail and the early 
settlers who had grown grain and feed 
would drive to Edson loaded with oats 
and hay and make caches at these 
stopping places on the way out so that 
they could haul a full load on the re- 
turntrip which usually consisted of a 
year’s grubstake and some new 
machinery The trip usually took about 
a monthand some would make an ex- 
tra trip hauling freight for trading 
posts. In this way they would make 
enoughto keepthem for another year. 
The average load for one team was 
about 4,000 pounds and as the rate to 
Grande Prairie was 10¢ a pound they 
would make $400 less stopping ex- 
penses. 

The first settlers to arrive in this 


ous for its wheat is now the scene of 
a feverish hunt for oil. (see page4) 


district came in 1912 the first year 
land here was open for homesteadin 

and Harry Gibson (who is still here 

came with his brother Walter at that 
time. 

We were living in Vancouver and 
heard about the wonderful land to be 
had in the Peace River country for 
ten dollars a quarter section. It be- 
came the subject of many discussions 
led by my father who had homesteaded 
in Manitoba in the eighties and still 
hadthe pioneering spirit and was en- 
couraged by five boys who were no 
doubt looking for adventure more than 
land. So in the fall of 1913 we left 
Vancouver for Edmonton and the Peace 
River country. Information regarding 
this great country was limited and was 
mostly hearsay but my father sold our 
house and took in payment two teams 
of horses and harness. We shipped a 
carload of household effects and the 
horses to Edmonton and as I was the 
oldest at home (Lester, my older 
brother was married and living in Cal- 
gary) Iwas given the job of travelling 
in the car with the horses and furn- 
iture. About this time the country 
was entering into a period of unem- 
ployment and I had company most of 
the way. At times as many as three 
were inthe car with me getting a free 
ride. When the freight stopped they 
would hide behind the furniture so that 
the railroad crew would not stop them 
andkick them off. The trip took about 
a week. I enjoyed it as all I had to do 
was feed and water the horses. 

On arriving at Edmonton we found 
that the best time to leave for the 
north was after New Year when the 
sleighing would be better. So we stay- 
edin Edmonton until February, keep- 
ing the horses in working shape and 
making some extra money by hauling 
coal. During our stay in Edmonton we 
suffered a severe loss by the death of 
our mother from pneumonia. Knowing 
that it was her wish that we should go 
to the Peace River we decided to go 
on. It put a real burden on my dad as 
my three younger brothers were from 
eight to thirteen years. My brother’s 
wife took on the job of cooking, mend- 
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Mad Me ae mehr 


A field of Grim Alfalfa near Taylor, B.C. It is crops such 
as these which has made the Peace River famous. 
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Samy 


Chief shipping point of the area is Dawson Creek, BiG; 
at the end of steel of the N.A.R. Railway. Five of the 
seven elevators can be seen above. In the foreground is 
new Co-operative store under construction. 
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ing and mothering the younger fry 
which was quite aloadas she was just 
a young bride at the time. She is now 
living at Pouce Coupe (Mrs. Lester 
Harper. ) 

Edmonton at that time was still 
booming and real estate offices on 
Jasper Avenue hadbigbanners across 
their fronts advertising lots for sale 
at Grouard, Peace River and Grand 
Prairie andthe market place was the 
sounding board for the great north 
land. Horses, cattle and machinery 
were auctioned off to new settlers go- 
ing north andthere was the odd home- 
steader from the north looking for an 
extra team or Sleigh. In talking to 
them we got first hand information 
and decided on the Edson route to 
Grande Prairie. We had not at that 
time heard of the Pouce Coupe Prairie. 
So in February we loaded a years’ 
supply of grub and only necessary 
householdeffects suchas blankets and 
mattresses, two walking plows with 
breaker and stubble bottoms, four 
sections harrows, a mower and rake 
three sleighs and my dad’s buggy as 
he had a prize driver which he was 
determined to take with us. We had 
bought three more horseswhich gave 
us three teams, one driver and an 
extra work horse. The other items 
were only absolute essentials such as 
a cooking stove, kitchen utensils, 
logging chains, medical supplies, etc. 
and of course a couple of extra sleigh 
runners, stark pins, a forge andsome 
iron as well as saws and axes. 

Leaving for Edson it was decided 
that my younger brother Wilbur and I 
go with the car and the rest took the 


passenger train. About halfway to Ed-- 


son the brakeman advised us that only 
one could ride free with the car so I 
went forwardtothe engine and worked 
my way by shovelling coal to the fire- 
man. [remember it was cold and that 
I took a good coating of coal dust. 

On arrival at Edson we found a 
bustling town with many outfits getting 
ready for thetrip North. We unloaded 
our car of effects on to three sleighs 
On one we set up our stove and along 
the sides we put trunks and boxes to 
make places to sleep and to use as 
chairs during meal time. Over this 
sleigh we put a tent, making a warm 
place to sleep and eat. 

The first week on the road we made 


little headway as there was not much 
snow andthe road was rough. We only 
made 57 miles during the first week 
but it turned colder and some snow 
fell making the going better. There 
were many hills and no grading had 
been done except onthe bad side hills. 
It necessitated doubling up to get the 
loads over these places. One place I 
well remember. Crossing a creek with 
hills on both sides my Dad got stuck 
onthe bridge soI pulled up behind and 
took my team offto help him. We were 
not able to move the load so my bro- 
ther Lester took his team off the ca- 
boose, which was at the topof the hill, 
and came downto help. While we were 
getting hitched on someone glanced 
back up the hill and shouted, ‘‘Here 
comes the caboose. ’’ As there was no 
room for the buggy on the sleighs my 
younger brother was driving it. He had 
pulled up behind the load and seeing 
the approaching disaster moved the 
driver alongside my sleigh but there 
was not time nor room to get the buggy 
out of the way. Although the caboose 
was not travelling fast it ran into the 
buggy and folded it up like an accord- 
ion. This accident almost broke up 
the family compact as my father had 
visions of many a fine drive over the 
rolling prairies of the Peace. We 
loaded what was left of the buggy on to 
one of the sleighs. If you have ever 
tried to repair a buggy you will know 
it is never the same again. 

About a week later we arrived in 
Grande Prairie and stayed there for 
a day looking the country over but de- 
cided to go farhter west to Saskatoon 
Lake north of the present town of 
Wembley. At that time these names 
were only trading posts with livery 
barns, eating places and bunk houses. 
While looking around Saskatoon Lake 
we met Harry Gibson, who told us of 
the Pouce Coupe prairie so we de- 
cided to drive on there and give it the 
once over. I think our decision was 
influenced greatly by the plans of the 
Edmonton, Dunvegan & British Col- 
umbia Railway( now known as the N. 
A.R.) and the Pacific Great Eastern 
which were to connect up eventually 
just east of the present Dawson Creek 
atthe Alberta-B.C. boundary. Harry 
Gibson had been there for two years 
and built a house and barn. He had 
plenty of food and shelter so he in- 
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vitedustostayat his place. Our first 
day out from Saskatoon Lake took us 
to the Johnson place, located just 
north of the present Beaverlodge. Mr. 
Johnson ran a stopping place where 
we obtained shelter for the horses 
and bought feed as we had used all we 
brought withus. Iremember the John- 
son kids running around the yard. 
They are well known residents of 
Beaverlodge and two of the boys 
usually take in our bonspiel each year. 
The next day we reached Horse Lake 
where the famous Brainard eating 
place is located now. We camped that 
night amongst the spruce trees on the 
northend of the lake. One thing I re- 
member was the necessity of putting 
the harness up in the trees at night 
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because of the large number of rab- 
bits. These animals do enjoy a meal 
of leather and will ruin a set of har- 
ness in a night. 

The road was heavy because there 
were very few people living north of 
Beaverlodge and the going was slow. 
On the fourth day out of Saskatoon 
Lake we had hoped to make Harry 
Gibson’s but asthe horses were play- 
ed out and we were in open country 
we could not make it. We camped for 
the night just east of the present Ed. 
Hauger farm and arrived at Gibsons 
the next morning. 

Fortunately for us a homesteader 
up Saskatoon Creek, three miles from 
Gibsons had got bush-wacky and shot 
himself andthe Mounted Police from 
Fort St. John were holding a sale of 
his effects that afternoon. He had been 
ahard worker andbuilt himself a four 
stallbarn anda log shack 12 by 16 feet 
and put upa lot of hay. My dad bought 
the hay and rented the place for a year 
so the next day we moved in. We built 
bunks along one side of the shack out 
of small poles - upper and lower 
berths. 

My brother Lester and I were the 
only ones entitled to file on land as 
father had used his rights in Manitoba. 
We looked round for a few days and 
decided to take up land just east of 
where we were living. Lester took a 
saddle horse and rode to Grande 
Prairie to file on his land and file 
proxy for meas I was not quite eight- 
een. At that time there were only 
three settlers west of us, Shepherd, 
Addy and Cameron. East of us were 
Piper, Atkinson and one or two others. 
The settlers were coming in fast and 
nearly every day someone would ar- 
rive on foot or saddle horse looking 
over the country. 
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The only market for farm products 
at that time was the demands by new 
settlers for feed and seed. Grande 
Prairie, being an older settlement 
was building up surplusses. The win- 
ter of 1914-15 saw steelarrive at Mc- 
Lellan, or Round Lake as it was called 
then. That fall the settlers organized 
acrew and cut aroad through to Spirit 
River and the first of supplies were 
freighted in from Round Lake. My 
dad went out to Edmonton soon after 
and purchased supplies for another 
year, whichincludeda tonofflour and 
a half tonof sugar. Healso purchased 
a drill, binder and disc harrow and 
withthe furniture stored in Edmonton 
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a year earlier made up a carload. We 
had arranged to meet him at Round 
Lake about March 1st. My brother 
and I took three teams and sleighs to 
freight inthe supplies. The train was 
four days late which was not unusual 
but the bad part was that it started to 
chinook and we were losing snow. By 
the time we got loaded the snow be- 
tween us and the Smoky River was 
practically gone. One item we debated 
was leaving our piano but we decided 
to load it and started out. We had to 
We had to double up for stretches of 
several miles at a time and it also 
necessitated driving at night to take 
advantage of the frost which made 
travelling easier. The return trip 
took us ten days and we drove long 
hours with the result our horses were 
rather thin for starting the spring 
work. The first year was a year of 
hard work. We got out fence posts, 

rails wood and logs and built our- 
selves four miles of fence, two houses 
two barns, besides breaking ninety 
acres with two walking plows. The 
following summer was another sum- 
mer of breaking new land, building 
roothouses, chicken pens, etc. and I 
was getting fed up so decided to join 
the army. Lester and I left for Ed- 
monton in the late summer after we 
had the buildings pretty well up and 
left dad and the rest to look after 
things until our return four years 
later. Wetravelledto the end of steel 
by way of Grande Prairie by wagon 
and barge and from there by work 
trainto Round Lake and by passenger 
train from there. Construction was 
proceeding on the Edmonton Dunvegan 
line and soon reached Spirit River. 

The grade was constructed from Spirit 
River to the B.C. boundary just east 
of Dawson Creek but hopes for steel 
on that grade faded when Grande 
Prairie sent a delegationto Edmonton 
to press for the extension to Grande 
Prairie. Being an older settlement 
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their arguments carried weight. Their 
production of grain had increased to 
the point where they had several mil- 
lion bushels and no market except 
Spirit River. Being in Alberta they 
were able to influence their govern- 
ment who naturally were sympathetic 
andthe steel went to Grande Prairie. 
This was a God-send for that district 
as many farmers were rich in grain 
but did not have a dollar and were 
finding it extremely difficult to get 
money to buy the necessities of life. 
Because of the war and the scarcity 
of steel, that ended construction for 
several years. 

During this time the grade to Spirit 
River proved very valiable as a high- 
way and thousands of bushels of grain 
and other products were hauled during 
the winter season. To give you some 
idea of the volume of traffic at its 
peak 600 freight teams a week arrived 
in Spirit River with loads averaging 
100 bushels of wheat per team. Al- 
though the long haul averaged five to 
six days per tripandtooka large slice 
of the cheque for expenses, the country 
was stillfairly prosperous. It made a 
booming town of Spirit River and a 
large volume of grain and other pro- 
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ducts were funnelled through there. 

The next step in railroad construc- 
tion was the extension to Wembley. In 
the meantime the road to Wembley 
was improving so trucks began to take 
the place of teams. Grain was moving 
to Spirit River in the winter and to 
Wembley in the summer. 

The railway was then extended to 
Hythe which enjoyed a period of pros- 
perity while it remained the end of 
steel and practically all the grain was 
trucked to this point. 

Finally came the great day for our 
district when the steel arrived at Daw- 
son Creek, ai 6:30 p.m. on January 
15, 1931, the first regular passenger 
train pulled in and the long haul for 
many was over. Although some dis- 
tricts are still a long way from rail- 
head the trucks and better roads have 
made it comparatively easy to market 
grain, hogs and cattle. The bugbear 
of the farmer today is still the long 
haul and we all look forward to the day 
when this vast north country will get 
further relief by the completion of the 
P.G.E. into our great Peace River 
country with its huge undeveloped 
resources. 

I must apologize for makingthis 
talk personal but I am sure the ex- 
periences related apply to every 
family who came in over the Edson 
Trail or by way of Athabasca. I have 
used our experiences to try to give 
you a better picture of the trips the 
earlier settlers made while moving 
into the Peace River country. 
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THIRD OUTLET TO THE PACIFIC 


continued from page 3 


Canadian Coast Range, mountains 
wild, rugged, forbidding and rich. 

While we peeled the riches off the 
Side of them, or dug it out from be- 
neaththem, our politicians used these 
mountains as an excuse not to develop 
a third outlet. 

The building of the C. P.R. down 
the Fraser Canyon and later the build- 
ing of the Grand Trunk Pacific down 
the Skeena Canyon had fired the public 
imagination that the Coast Range was 
tough. Itwas. And it is. And the pub- 
lic is repeatedly made aware of it. 
Rock slides and snow slides and 
freshets repeatedly take thier toll of 
life and property, and broken rails 
and disrupted schedules slow down the 
economy of western Canada. 

If there was a third outlet where 
there were no rock-slides, no snow- 
slides, nofreshets, anoutlet that was 
a shorter, more direct route to east- 
ern Canada, or even to the population 
centres of the central part of B.C., 
surely such a route would be developed. 
A third outlet would provide protect- 
ion in time of war, would speed up 
our entire economy, would provide a 
safety valve for our expanding pop- 
ulation. 


THE AMAZING THING IS THAT 
THERE IS A THIRD OUTLET, A 
MID-COAST OUTLET, ONE THAT 
WOULD PROVIDE AN OUTLET FOR 
PRINCE GEORGE AREA A HUNDRED 
AND FIFTY MILES CLOSER THAN 
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EITHER OF THE TWO THAT NOW 
EXIST, AND ONE THAT HAS BEEN 
KNOWN OVER A HUNDRED AND 
FIFTY YEARS AND YET TODAY IS 
TRAVERSABLE ONLY BY A PACK- 
ANIMAL. 


Take a look at the map of British 
Columbia (if you haven’t got one, buy 
a good one from CARIBOO DIGEST). 

About three hundred miles north 
of Vancouver a deep channel called 
Burke Channel slices deep tothe east- 
ward, cutting a deep, rock-free course 
some eighty miles from the open ocean 
through high mountains to tide-waters 
at Bella Coola. From Bella Coola east- 
wardthe Bella Coola Valley provides 
a gradually rising route for fifty miles 
through the high glaciated peaks of 
the Coast Range. When, at the eastern 
extremity of the Bella Coola Valley 
you Climb out of this natural path-way 
the COAST RANGE IS BEHIND YOU. 
Nature has made for mankind a re- 
markable, low-level pass entirely 
through the barrier. To the east, to 
Prince George, Quesnel and Williams 
Lake there is no barrier. 


This natural route to and from the 
coast was first trod in 1793 by Alex- 
ander Mackenzie. That doughty ex- 
plorer, following the advice of Indians 
along the Fraser River, travelled 
westward over the gently rolling plat- 
eau country and reached tidewater at 
Bella Coola. He experienced none of 
the geographical difficulties met by 
Fraser a few years later when that 
explorer overcame almost impossible 
barriers in the Fraser Canyon. 

In 1860 the Bella Coola Route was 
used as a portof entry to the Cariboo 
Gold Fields. Lieutenant Palmer of 
the Royal Engineers explored the 
route and stated there were no diffi- 
culties to be overcome except the 
Great Slide and the Rock Formation, 
The Precipice. These are both at the 
extreme eastern end of the BellaCoola 
Valley. 


In 1912 an English firm explored 
the possibilities of building a rail- 
road through the valley to the ocean 
and so satisfied were they with their 
findings that they bought the water- 
front and started cutting a right-of- 
way. Unfortunately the First World 
War brought an end to their effort. 

Ever since the influx of people into 
central British Columbiain the 1860’s 
there has been a westward movement 
fromthe Fraser River until today the 
ranches... and the road... extendtoa 
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point where one can almost look into 
the BellaCoola Valley. The population 
of the BellaCoola Valley has extended 
eastward until the road that this pop- 
ulation has carried with it is some 
fifty five miles from the coast.... 
from where ocean vessels can be 
reached. 

Between the road system of the 
Fraser - River - Chilcoten Ranching 
country and the roads of the Bella 
Coola Valley there is a wilderness 
gap of only eighteen miles. In other 
words, B.C. and the rest of western 
Canada is at the present time for- 
bidden a third outlet tothe Pacific be- 
cause a barrier of eighteen miles ex- 
ists. However, in this eighteen miles 
there exists the difficulty of the Great 
Slide mentioned by Lieut. Palmer. 
(The other difficulty, The Precipice, 
has fallen victim to a successful de- 
tour, and now, instead of being a dif- 
ficulty is only a place name. ) 

Periodically the government of B. 
C. has been asked to cut through this 
barrier and complete the road. Each 
time the government has made some 
move, greater or lesser, to keep these 
requests from growing in volume. 
Very early in the 1930’s the govern- 
ment sent, in a Survey party to study 
the roadroute. The survey did not in- 
spect every possible route but it did 
send in reports that quite thoroughly 
discouraged all but the most deter- 
mined. These reports indicated that 
rock-work existed to such an extent 
that even at the comparatively low- 
cost-levels of the thirties completion 
of the load would involve an expend- 
iture in the neighborhood of a million 
dollars. 

Since then the government has used 
this report as a million-dollar red- 
herring to drag across the pathway of 
progress. Polite replies henceforth 
were about all that were forthcoming 
when any request was made to com- 
plete the road. 

During the second world war a mil- 
itary exercise was going to complete 
the road through to Bella Coola. But 
at the last moment the project was 
was dropped. Report has it that the 
provincial government asked the army 
not to build any roads that would have 
post-war maintenance costs. Maybe 
in the light of what has been discov- 
ered since it is just as well the road 
did not go down where the military 
would have placed it. 

In 1950 two men, Norman Saugstad 
and Curtiss Urseth, who for more than 
ten years had engineered and built 
logging roads for their logging com- 
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pany, the Northcop Logging Company 
went on a trip of exploration. Having 
become thoroughly schooled over their 
decade of road-building up steep moun- 
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tain side, through dark canyons and 
soft muskegs they knew what building 
aroad required, what sort of terrain 
was necessary. 

Instead of goingto the extreme end 
of the Bella Coola Valley they climbed 
out of the valley along a trapper’s trail 
some six or seven miles westward 
from The Great Slide. The trapper’s 
trail these road-builders followed was 
only a dimly markedtrail with a blaze 
here and there to mark it, but it led 
up over a dirt hillside, across about 
a thousand feet of rocky mountainside, 
thence out onto the comparatively 
level plateau country...... a plateau 
country that stretched without break 
or barrier right to the Fraser River 
two hundred and fifty miles to the east. 
The highest altitude necessary was 
about forty-three hundred feet. 

After about a week of bush-whack- 
ing and exploration the two men came 
back filled with enthusiasm over the 
prospect. This was a route of no rock- 
slides, no precipices, no snow-slides, 
no possibility of freshets. There was 
no bridge-work necessary except over 
one small stream... and everywhere 
ther was gravel and timber at hand 
for the building of ROADS. ' 

They went to Victoria in their en- 
thusiasm and the then Minister of 
Public Works, the Hon. E. C. Carson 
showed profound interest, promised 
a survey in 1951. 

By the late autumn of 1951 the 
Bella Coola District Board of Trade 
sent a party under its auspicies to in- 
spectthe route, withparticular atten- 
tion to the mountain-side. These ex- 
plorers, like Saugstad and Urseth be- 
fore them, came back filled with en- 
thusiasm. There were absolutely no 
insurmountable barriers in the way 
of a route to the interior, nothing to 
stop a THIRD OUTLET TO THE 
PACIFIC. There was about a thousand 
feet of rock-work to be done... but 
that was only a thousand feet to cut 
through an entire mountain range... 
a gift from Mother Nature. There was 
an altitude of 4300 feet to be gained 
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from a Start of about a thousand feet 
of altitude on the valley floor. And 
there was about ten horizontal miles 
in which to gain this altitude. 
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Unfortunately the survey promised 
by the Minister of Public Works did 
not materialize and at the present a 
brief is being prepared to show the 
government of B.C. why it is essen- 
tial the road be built. 

The city of Prince George, with its 
rapidly expanding influence is only 
three hundred miles from the ocean 
at Bella Coola, over a terrain that is 
free from rock-slide, snow-slide and 
freshets. The city of Prince George 
is nearly five hundred miles to the 
ocean by way of Prince Rupert over a 
roadthat is every winter and every 
spring cut with rock-slide, snow- 
slide and freshet, a route that every 
season causes an unpredictable ex- 
penditure in the way of repair and 
maintenance. 

From Prince George to Vancouver 
the distance is 525 miles. The above 
figures should indicate that the Bella 
Coola outlet is a natural gateway for 
Prince George. 

That the route is becoming in- 
creasingly necessary is Shown by the 
growth in the motor vehicle popula- 
tion. In 1920, for instance, 90% of the 
rural travel was done by horse. The 
car population was probably one in 
every 40 persons. In1952 about a hun- 
dred per cent of rural travel is done 
by motor vehicle and car population 
is about one in every five persons. 
The need for a highway outlet has 
risen about 800%. 


This third outlet will come. In 
spite of petty politics and short sighted 
government officials it will come. In 
spite of petty jealousies and cries of 
reactionaries who decry progress this 
THIRD OUTLET is sure to come. 
British Columbia is bursting at the 


seams. Andone of these seams, right 
inthe middle of things, is the THIRD 
OUTLET BY WAY OF THE BELLA 
COOLA VALLEY. 
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Heating Appliances - Electrical Con- 
tractors - Refrigeration Repairs 


SHOP-RITE LTD. Ladies’ Wear 
Men’s Wear - Boots & Shoes - A 
Complete Line of Quality Groceries. 


For Hardy Fruit Trees & Shrubs Write 
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LETTERS - continued from page 1 


which are placed strategically at var- 
ious spots So designed as to break the 
most springs in the shortest possible 
time, or barring this to rupture tires 
de-tread tractors and break horses 
hooves. All in all one of the greatest 
defence roads in all history. 

Addto this the fact thatfor the past 
few years newcomers of undoubted 
patriotism have mined every foot of 
the Cariboo highway with broken beer - 
bottles and whiskey bottles and con- 
sider further that these sharp pieces 
of glass are imbedded and well cam- 
ouflaged in mud and dust and you can 
wellsee that by re-surfacing the high- 
way in such a time of national emer- 
gency the government is rendering a 
great dis-service to its loyal loving 
supporters. 

They must not treat this matter too 
lightly. With Hospital Insurance they 
robbed us of our independence. With 
the 3% tax they flattened our pocket 
books, and with the proposed highway 
from Squamish to Vancouver instead 
of the promised rail-link they have 
broken our hearts. And now our great 
defence ?...Oh no! 

We are bewildered. Whether ‘tis 
better to vote for ‘‘Boss’’ Johnston 
with his warehouses of fireproof brick 
...or Mr. Anscomb with his rumoured 
warehouses of underproof wine. 

F. W. Lindsay. 
PS Greplin, «5/eteeens 


Please inform me if you have any 
previous issues with articles on the 
P.G.E. and the price of these. 

A.S. Richmond, 
AspecialP.G.E. edition is to appear 
May-June, price 50¢. — Eds. 
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Floor Covering, Furniture, Bagyage 
WHITEHORSE, Y.T. 


NELSON’S HARDWARE — Sporting 
Goods, Radios, Electrical Supplies, 
Easy & Maytag Washing Machines, 
Builders’ Hardware, Glidden Paints, 


Kodaks, Films. 


& Heating Contractors. 


EDITORIAL - cont. from page 2 


stated that a 200 ton a day pulp mill 
is Slated for Quesnel in the near future, 
while the New Westminster Paper Co. 
is currently negotiating for timber 
which will mean another pulp mill in 
the Prince George area. These two 
projects alone could add 10,000 cars 
to the above figure. And if the general 
future increase in freight adheres to 
the pattern set during the past few 
years - allfiguresin the above para- 
graph could well be doubled before 
OG ON ae 

The evidence in favour of com- 


WHITEHORSE PHARMACY 
Complete Drug Service 
Tobaccos, Magazines 

Photo Finishing 


MAC‘S NEWSTAND Magazines, Novelties 
Cigarettes - Candy Bars - Smokers Supplies 


same property. Owner, P.O, Box 193, 
Lytton, B.C, 


Advertising Rates on Request 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES- $2:50 per year 
in Canada $3:00 per year in U.S. 


pleting the rail connection is thus 
overwhelming. Once completed the 
people of B.C. could look forward to 
the gradual liquidation of the $100- 
odd millions of accumulated debt of 
the P.G, E. , incurred during the past 
40 years. 

It is regretable that a man of 
Premier Johnson’s obvious capabil- 
ities did not take the opportunity of 
going down in B.C. history as being 
the statesman who finally put the 
province’s white elephant on a sound 
profit-making basis - but chose in- 
stead to be remembered as ‘‘just 
another politician. ”’ 
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PIONEER JUDGE'S WIFE 
continued from page 7 
Departure Bay, but the Admiral had 
come from his ship which was at Es- 
quimalt. Other navalofficers, British 

and Russian called occasionally. 
The Russian admiral I have men- 
tioned, proved to be a most interest- 
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WHITEHORSE - 


ing guest and it was with much re- 
luctance that we saw him go. My hus- 
band drove back with him to Nanaimo 
as he was holding a session of Court 
that night. 


Whenthey had gone, I sat up until 
early morning, never dreaming that 
desperately anxious eyes were watch- 
ing my windows for the light to go out. 


When my husband returned he was 
surprisedthat the lights were still on 
and that I had not retired. 


After return from Court next day 
he told me that a naval deserter had 
been arrested who, in answer to close 
questioning, said that he had been hid- 
ingin a garden waiting several hours 
for the lights to go out in a house by 
the sea, as he plannedto enter and get 
a suit of clothes there. 

If I had turned out the lights and 
gone to bed early! 


Mr. Justice J. F. McCreight, atall, 
thinman not very impressive, called 
quite a fewtimes. He hadbeen prom- 
inent in a lodge of Freemasons in Nan- 
aimo. He retired from the Bench and 
spent the remainder of his days in 
France. Although he had made some 
progress in Freemasonry he became 
an ardent Roman Catholic. 


Mr. Justice H. Pering Pellew 
Crease (later knighted) of the noted 
B.C. legal family by that name, called 
when on Circuit. Onthe first occasion 
I had, unfortunately, spoken well of 
“‘Gowey’s’’ cooking. At dessert time, 
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‘‘Gowey’’ brought in his masterpiece: 
a deep apple pie. These are made with 
a large cup in the centre to draw the 
juice. Portions of attractively brown- 
ed, deep flaky pastry were soon cov- 
ered with thick whipped cream as only 
one’s own cow in the country can pro- 
vide. I thought the visiting Judge re- 
ceived his portion with some antici- 
pation. But after the first taste, his 
expression changed in the most sing- 
ular way. 


By then I hadtasted my serving. It 
was acrid with salt! ‘‘Gowey’’ - who 
used sugar generously - had mistaken 
salt for sugar. Our guest took it in 
good part; both jurists indulged in 
more than a judicial laugh. ‘‘Gowey’’ 
quickly substituted jellies and more 
whipped cream, he had prepared for 
the evening. LaterI found him almost 
in tears. He was really a good cook 
and this absurd mischance greatly 
humiliated him. 


HON. J.F. McCREIGHT, the first 
of British Columbia. 


Eds. Note: Owing to the May-June 
Special P.G.E. Edition, ‘‘Pioneer 
Judge’s Wife’’ will not appear in the 
next issue. 
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“CATERPILLAR” Diesel Electric Sets offer users the simplest 
generator set available. The self-regulated generator does not require 
a switchboard and the conventional electrical control equipment. It is 
hooked into the electrical circuit through a fused knife switch. Install it — 
hook it up — let it run. 


For isolated forestry stations, these compact sets are easily moved 
and installed. They are a complete package. You have your choice of 
starting method, cooling and generator voltage. You have a quality-built 
machine capable of tens of thousands of hours of worry-free operation. 
You have a nearby dealer with his factory-trained servicemen and complete 
service and parts facilities 


Today the importance of Caterpillar’ products, both for military use 
and for maintaining the national economy, is greatly increased. Talk over 
your machinery requirements with your ‘Caterpillar’ dealer. He has 
ample parts stocks to keep your present equipment doing its job and will 
do his utmost to make prompt delivery of new machines. 


CATERPILLAR, PEORIA, ILLINOIS 
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The “Cat” D315_ typical of other 
Caterpillar’ Diesel Electric Sets 
— compact, simple, easy to move 
and install. Self-regulated genera 
tors are available in six sizes from 
21 to 100 KW. Externally regulated 
sets are built in ten models from 
20 to 314 KW. These KW ratings 
ore for 12-hour duty. 
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Positive all-weather starting is assured by this in- 
dependent, easy-to-start, gasoline starting engine. 
It warms the Diesel engine jacket water and circu- 
lates the Diesel lubricating oil before actual starting. 


Pistons are made of highest quality aluminum 
alloy. Light weight reduces crankshaft and bearing 
fatigue. Piston crowns are cooled with an oil spray 
—prolonging piston life, decreasing oil breakdown. 
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“Caterpillar’’-built fuel injection equipment is trou- 
ble-free and foolproof. Injection valves and pumps 
can be replaced on the spot in the field—no adjust- 
ments are necessary. 


Exclusively ‘Caterpillar,’ these solid aluminum 
bearings give low rate of wear, ability to carry 
heavier loads, exceptional heat transfer character- 
istics and high corrosion resistance, 
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